
Candidate Questionnaire on Arts, Culture and Heritage 

Give a brief description of what Arts, Culture and Heritage mean to you and the importance, as 

you see it, of Arts, Culture and Heritage to the community. 

I believe that Arts, Culture, and Heritage creates a vibrant community that showcases our local 

identity.  The breadth of our local art and cultural scene provides a variety of opportunities for 

community members to get involved.  Art is inclusive, multicultural, and accessible to everyone.   

 

How can the City best support Arts, Culture and Heritage? 

The City can best support Arts, Culture and Heritage by providing grant opportunities and being 

receptive to the arts community, to listen.  The City can support the FSJ Arts Council in the 

proposed Creative Hub and create more spaces for artists to work in and display their works 

around town.  For example, we had our “What Does Pride Mean to Me?” Art Show during Pride 

Week and we were able to use a business’ vacant space with the help of the city who covered 

some of the utility costs.  It was a huge success, and it gave us a location to host our art show 

as our Peace Art Gallery, in the North Peace Cultural Centre, is booked years in advance.  

These “pop up” spaces give more opportunities to new, young artists and aspiring artists to be 

involved.     

 

How should Arts, Culture and Heritage be incorporated into the City's overall plan for the future? 

The City can include Arts and Culture as a strategic goal put forward by City Council.  With an 

Arts and Culture Strategic Goal, Council can request yearly reports on the art and cultural 

events in the city and identify areas for improvement if needed.  The City needs to work with our 

Indigenous neighbours to promote our shared heritage and provide opportunities to display 

Indigenous art and culture in our city.   Promoting arts and culture creates a community for 

everyone, it builds an identity, and a cool vibe that is appealing to a large breadth of people.   

 

How do you view the role of non-profit groups in the delivery of Arts and Culture programming 

and how can the City support their efforts? 

I believe that non-profits are the backbone of our community.  I have been so fortunate to have 

met so many wonderful people that make this community a place worth planting roots into. The 

City can allow for open conversation amongst our non-profits.  We need grant writing support, 

and it is worth the time looking into informative webinars and/or classes. I think the City can 

provide more opportunities for non-profits to connect with each other on volunteer lists, classes, 

and advertise to our community.  I understand that there is a consulting company that is 

facilitating an engagement program outlining an art and culture framework.  We need to get this 

information to our non-profits and encourage participation.   

 

What are your thoughts on the proposal for a Creative Hub that has been put forward by the 

Fort St. John Community Arts Council?   

I am really excited for the proposed Creative Hub.  I picture the Creative Hub located beside the 

North Peace Cultural Centre creating a heart of our community.  It will provide space for our 

local artists, studios for pottery kilns, glass working, and classes or opportunities for people to 

get more involved in our local arts and culture.  I would like to see rooms set aside for clubs to 



gather in and spaces for teaching.  For example, I would love to see a cooking classroom where 

people could learn different cuisines such as Japanese or Indian.  There are proposed housing 

above the art studios, which I am in favour of.  The proposed accommodations bring more 

people to downtown; especially, seniors who would prefer to walk to the bank, to a coffee shop, 

or to see a show at the North Peace Cultural Center. 

 

Do you see a role for the City in the development of a Creative Hub in the centre of Fort St. 

John?  Give details. 

I believe the city must be part of the conversation.  To work with the Arts Council to help in 

areas of infrastructure and zoning, but the City should acknowledge that the Arts Council will 

know what they require with art studios and art specific requirements. The City should have 

some public engagement opportunities to promote the Arts Council and the Creative Hub.  The 

Creative Hub can be included in external advertising that will encourage more people to move to 

Fort St John and it can help with worker retention if there are more activities available to families 

and workers. 

 

 


