
Give a brief description of what Arts, Culture and Heritage mean to you and the importance, as you 

see it, of Arts, Culture and Heritage to the community. 

Arts and Culture is an opportunity to express one’s creativity, for personal enjoyment, or to share with 

others.  Sometimes it’s a statement.  Sometimes it’s a feeling.  Sometimes it’s simply beautiful.  Heritage 

speaks to me of things passed down, a reminder of what once was, and often how things remain the 

same. It’s has an economic component and shines a spotlight on our community.  I have seen the 

positive impact the arts community has had for both of my daughters, whether it’s in finding their 

thoughts, building confidence, and determination.  My family are PAGS supporters and feel very 

fortunate to have pieces in our home created by local artisans. Our Arts community continuously show 

philanthropy and willingness to help others by donating pieces that benefit neighbours near and far, 

such as in Ukraine.     

How can the City best support Arts, Culture and Heritage? 

By having conversations instead of just assuming what is wanted or needed.  Supporting groups that this 

is their primary role.  Applying for grants in partnership with organizations, optimizing reach and 

volunteer capacity.                                                   

How should Arts, Culture and Heritage be incorporated into the City's overall plan for the future? 

A fresh direction has begun, initiated with the City hiring an Art and Culture manager.  I’m very pleased 

with the music in the park and Festival Plaza this past summer.             

How do you view the role of non-profit groups in the delivery of Arts and Culture programming and 

how can the City support their efforts? 

Non-profits are the fabric of our community.  Their value is hard to quantify as the hours, materials, and 

quality of work they donate is done out of a desire to build our community, which in turn builds the 

attractiveness of our community. 

What are your thoughts on the proposal for a Creative Hub that has been put forward by the Fort St. 

John Community Arts Council?  

It was an interesting presentation with multiple suggested sites.  I would have liked to have seen other 

options that encompassed more space.  The consultant’s report put forward suggestions that will 

require financial partnerships with a developer, has space limitations, and structural hurdles, e.g., NPCC. 

I think a site in the Centennial Park, Festival Plaza, and museum area could also be a possible location. I 

see the positive economic development impact of having a creative hub, gallery, class space for 

workshops, etc.  Would definitely be an asset to build a welcoming community, assisting with attraction 

and retention of residents. We need to offer a wide variety of activities for residents in the Peace Region 

- such as music, dance, art, theatre, literature, in addition to sports.     

Do you see a role for the City in the development of a Creative Hub in the centre of Fort St. 

John?  Give details. 

Yes. The role of municipal government is to support organizations that provide these services.  

  



Thank you for giving me an opportunity to answer your questions. 

 


