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Community Awards Overview
The City of Fort St. John’s vision states “Fort St. John will be a flourishing community, where nature lives, 
businesses prosper, families are active and diversity is celebrated.” City Council recognizes that they have 
a significant and unique opportunity to acknowledge the community’s outstanding contributions and 
achievements of citizens, organizations and businesses that make this vision a reality. 

Community Awards Quick Facts
The Community Awards began in 2007 and paused in 2012 to evaluate and revamp the program. The Community 
Awards is going into its 15th year in 2022.

• The Community Awards Committee is comprised of two members of City Council and two members from the 
Community Services staff. 

• There are currently seven Community Awards categories (details are provided on the following page).

• Members of the public nominate their peers for the various award categories. 

• Committee members judge the submissions presented to determine who the Community Award Recipients will 
be for the year. 

About the Award
The Award is given to a recipient or group each year. We are looking for a signature award that will represent the 
Community Awards spirit. 

The Competition
The City of Fort St. John, with the Fort St. John Arts Council, is hosting a public art competition that offers local 
artists of Fort St. John and area, the opportunity to leave a lasting impression on the Community Awards. Artists are 
invited to submit award designs that meet the technical requirements mentioned below. 

The Design Theme
Community and Volunteerism are at the heart of the award nominations and the award should represent this theme.

Technical Requirements of the Design
The following parameters and elements must be met and included as part of the design:

• Design must be able to be reproduced on an annual basis; 

• The design cannot be larger than 10” tall x 5” wide X 5” deep (254 mm tall x 127 mm wide x 127 mm deep), 
include dimensions on your submission;

• The design should consider the finished weight of the award:

• A flat surfaced bottom - the design must be able to sit on a flat surface on its own;

• The City Logo (available for download at bit.ly/community-award-art);

• Community Award wording (similar to graphic on the front page; Font - Albertus MT);

• A spot for engraving award name and recipients name (or designed to be mounted to a base with engravings);

• If hand drawing your design, use a dark or black fine-tipped pen or marker that makes crisp lines;

• Artwork must be submitted on single sided paper; multiple design views will be accepted.

Terms of Reference



Youth Award
Individual, Group, or Corporate

The Youth Award recognizes an individual or youth group who has 
made a positive contribution to the community on a volunteer basis 
such as developing a project, serving on a committee or other 
volunteer work with organizations and groups. Youth in this category 
may display outstanding qualities, provide leadership, support their 
peers, overcome challenges or contribute to Fort St. John in a 
meaningful way.

Eligibility: Nominees must have made their outstanding contribution 
within the past 12 months, be under the age of 19, and must not 
have won this award in the past three years.  

Humanitarian Award  
Individual, Group, or Corporate

The Humanitarian Award recognizes a volunteer or group of 
volunteers whose actions, commitment, volunteer leadership, service 
and community spirit has made a difference in the lives of those in 
the community. It recognizes leadership in promoting awareness of 
accessibility in the community, outstanding contributions towards 
advancing sustainability initiatives, or a genuine commitment to 
providing a better future for Fort St. John residents. 

Eligibility: Nominees must have made their outstanding contribution 
within the past 12 months, and must not have won this award in the 
past three years. 

Recreation Award 
Individual, Group, or Corporate

The Recreation Award recognizes an individual or group for 
their volunteer efforts in the promotion, organization, support, or 
motivation of sports, recreation, and leisure pursuits, including 
healthy and active living. Individuals may demonstrate excellence 
in an athletic discipline, have increased sport and recreational 
opportunities within the community, or encouraged residents to 
reach and expand their potential through recreation and wellness in 
Fort St. John.

Eligibility: Nominees must have made their outstanding contribution 
within the past 12 months, and must not have won this award in the 
past three years.

Cultural Award
     Individual, Group, or Corporate

The Cultural Award recognizes an individual or group for their 
volunteer efforts in historical, visual, performing, or literary arts. 
Individuals may demonstrate excellence in an artistic field, have 
increased artistic and cultural opportunities within the community or 
encouraged residents to reach and expand their potential through 
culture in Fort St. John. 

Eligibility: Nominees must have made an outstanding contribution 
within the past 12 months, and must not have won this award in the 
past three years.

Literacy Award 
Individual, Group, or Corporate

The Literacy Award recognizes the exceptional contributions of 
an individual, business or organization towards promoting literacy, 
language, multiculturalism, and community issues in Fort St. John.

Eligibility: Nominees must have made an outstanding contribution 
within the past 12 months, and must not have won this award in the 
past three years. 

 Business Award 
Individual, Group, or Corporate

The Business Award recognizes the distinguished contributions 
of an individual, business or non-profit organization towards areas 
including, and not limited to; social innovation, mentorship, or 
investing in the community of Fort St. John.

Eligibility: Nominees must have made an outstanding contribution 
within the past 12 months, and must not have won this award in the 
past three years.

Lifetime Achievement Award
Individual, Group, or Corporate*

The Lifetime Achievement Award recognizes an individual’s 
remarkable contributions and dedication to the community. Their 
contributions have improved the quality of life for citizens or brought 
positive recognition to Fort St. John.

Eligibility: Nominees must have made a significant contribution to the 
community of Fort St. John, and they must not have won this award 
previously.

*May be awarded posthumously

Mayor’s Citizen of the Year
Ambassador Award

The Mayor’s Citizen of the Year Award recognizes an individual that 
has achieved positive notoriety outside our community for their 
actions, is known as a leader or role model by their peers or has won 
international, national, or provincial titles or awards for their efforts. 
The recipient acts as an ambassador for our community and has 
recognized Fort St. John as their home and community where they 
built and honed their skills and abilities. 

Eligibility: The recipient must identify as a resident of Fort St. John or 
be a previous resident that has relocated in the pursuit of excellence 
in their field, but still recognizes Fort St. John as their home 
community. 

The Mayor’s Citizen of the Year Award will be awarded and evaluated 
at the Mayor’s discretion.

Award Categories



Submission Information
How to Submit

• Deliver a hard copy of your submission package to the City of Fort St. John, City Hall, at 10631 100 Street, Fort 
St. John BC V1J 3Z5. You may submit in person, by mail, or courier. Do not submit by email.

• Deadline: Entries must be received no later than 4pm on Tuesday, October 26, 2021 at the City Hall office.

• Envelopes must be clearly identified with “Community Awards Art Competition” on the front, written to the 
attention of Community Development Coordinator, along with your name, phone number, mailing address, and 
email address.

• Submissions will become property of the City of Fort St. John and will not be returned. The winning artist 
surrenders all artistic rights, copyright, and claim of ownership of the products submitted. The City of Fort St. 
John reserves the right to all products submitted to be used at its sole discretion.

Selection Criteria
The Award is given to a recipient or group each year. We are looking for a signature award that will represent the 
Community Awards spirit. 

The Competition
Top three (3) submissions will be selected by the Fort St. John Arts Council. Winner will be chosen by City Council, 
from the top 3 submissions. 

The following criteria will be used to score submissions:

Quality of depiction – imagery 10 points
Theme – how well the submission reflects the theme 20 points
Written narrative – how well the written statement explains the design 20 points
Elegance – overall aesthetic quality of the submission 30 points

  Originality – novelty of your concept   20 points

Submissions that are incomplete or do not meet the technical requirements will not be considered.

Remuneration
Selected artist will be paid an honorarium of $1,500

Two (2) runner-ups will be paid an honorarium of $250

Selected artist will be asked to provide a high-resolution photo of themselves and may be asked for additional 
written materials for promotional purposes.

Inquiries
Questions about this competition can be directed to: 

Community Development Coordinator, City of Fort St. John

250 787 5791

communitydevelopment@fortstjohn.ca



Submission Form
Submission checklist:

 F Community Awards Design artwork

 F Short summary narrative about your art (max 75 words) must include what medium will be used for the 
finished piece

 F Artist statement describing you as an artist (max 200 words)

 F Optional (will not impact judging): Suggested supplier line

 F Waiver: completed by the artist or legal guardian of an artist under 18 years old

Submission deadline: 4 pm on Tuesday, October 26, 2021

Your name or any other identifier must not be included on any deliverable, other than the outer 
envelope which contains your submission and the required waiver.

Short narrative about your design (max 75 words)
Including what medium will be used for the finished piece.

Artist statement (max 200 words)



This waiver must be signed by the artist or the parent/legal guardian of an artist under 18 years of 
age on the day of submission. Failure to submit this signed waiver will disqualify the submission from 
consideration in the competition. 

Assignment of artistic rights of the winning artwork selected for final award 
production
If my artwork is selected for the Community Awards Design, I assign all artistic copyright to the  
City of Fort St. John, inclusive of exhibition, modification, promotion, and reproduction rights.

Permission for the City of Fort St. John to publish the artist’s name, the 
submitted description of the art and artist statement.
By submitting this artwork to the Community Awards Design Art Competition, I give permission  
to the City of Fort St. John to publish the artist name, artist statement and the description of art 
that are included in this submission package.

Parental/Guardian permission for artists under 18 years old

As the parent/legal guardian of            

I,          , give permission for the submission 

of the artwork, artist statement, and description of art for the Community Awards Design Art Competition and 

agree to the above statements regarding transfer of artistic copyright and permission to publish the name, 

artwork, and submitted written statements included in this submission.  

PRINT NAME (ARTIST OR PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN)

SIGNATURE

INITIAL HERE

INITIAL HERE

DATE

Submission Waiver


